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After the “cruel winter” of the arrest and execution of John the Baptist, Jesus looked to the 

“springtime” of his evolving ministry. It   was time to show the world of Israel that the living 

God was on the move, to inaugurate the spiritual sovereignty of God on earth, the kingdom 

come down from heaven. Simon, later called Peter, and his brother Andrew, were casting 

nets into the sea; James and John were mending fishing nets. Jesus chose two sets of 

brothers to stress the harmonious relationship we should all strive to find as workers in his 

kingdom, in his church. Jesus selected fisher-folk disciples because of the imagery of their 

previous occupation, fishing for fish.  Now, they would be fishing for folk. This filled them 

with the will, the expertise to fish for people. Jesus simply said “Follow me!” and at once, 

they left their nets. To abandon generations of fisher-father-callings, for a totally unknown 

future, violated fundamental family relations.  

Jesus’ call came like a freak wave dashing on the Galilee sea shore. The abruptness with 

which these first called left their familiar lives, security and serenity, is an indication of the 

magnetism of Jesus’ personality and the attraction of his call to worldwide mission. May I 

use the image of mending nets to speak to mending our relationship with God and with one 

another. 

When fisher-folk can’t go to sea, when there’s no point even putting the boat in the water, 

they mend their nets. The heaven sent mission of Jesus was to mend the relationship net, 

tangled and torn between God and our forebears. The Gospel words spell out “The time is 

fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe the Good news.” [Mark 

1. 15] 

Fishnets cannot discriminate. On Easter Day, Peter refused to believe the women, who had 

that wonderful theophany at the tomb. And trumpeted “I’m going fishing.” That is, 

returning to his former trade, since Jesus was fake news, not Good News. Peter’s net 

dragged in   153 assorted fish. Why did John 21 posit 153 fish? 153 was the then known 

number of identifiable fish. Someday, all the fish of every nation will be netted together and 

that net won’t break. There is room in the loving heart of Jesus for every one of every 

nation.  

There is always some net-mending to be done, for the call will come continually from needy 

people. We must be ready for a flying fish call, for someone to flap into our lap out of 

nowhere and frequently. Jesus had to mend Simon Peter’s mental net, torn and tattered by 

his three-fold denial: “I know not the man.” On Easter Day, Jesus called to him “Simon, son 

of John [no more Peter the rock; he had powered into the dust of denial] “do you love me 

more than these?” “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Then, “Feed my sheep, tend my 

sheep, take care of my flock.” Thus Simon, son of John was restored to Peter the Rock.  

If we are to be brave and strong and true fishers of people, we must take care of our own 

mental nets, to keep them in good shape, to ensure that they are free from any negative 

thought about folk which may render our compassionate care ineffectual, folk we may even 

resent and ignore. In today’s reading [Jonah 3. 1-10], the prophet despised and hated the 

cruel Ninevites. He wished that God would zap them into oblivion. In our daily life, we must 



crucify selfish desires that may keep us from following Christ, or else our devotion will 

develop arteriosclerosis, a hardening of the arteries of our hearts.  

Fisher-folk spend long hours in quietness, preparing their skills for commitment to their 

trade. We are to prepare for encountering all others by preparatory prayerful conversation 

with Christ. If we are to share with all folk the good news, why not first talk it over with the 

author? If ever, God forbear, we are tempted to think that folk are undeserving of our love, 

we must remember in prayer that, when our human nets were broken by messy sin, how 

Jesus reconciled humanity with himself by blotting out our sins on Calvary’s cross, to make 

us right with him again. In sending Jesus, God saved us in spite of what God saw in us. In the 

past, our forebears were spiritually dead because of what they had done or left undone. But 

God, so rich in mercy, has loved them and us so much. He took our sin-dead lives   and made 

us alive through Christ, when God raised Jesus in triumph from the dead.  We must never 

forget our past from which the sufferings of Jesus saved us. The former trans-Atlantic slaver 

of 20,000 African souls, the Rev’d John Newton wrote “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me; I once was lost but now am found, was blind, but now I see.” 

Such memories are the best fuel for gratitude to Christ, for all he has done on our behalf. 

When we are free to grow into his likeness, we are no more strangers, no longer alone, for 

the ever-redeeming Christ lives in us, as our model, our pioneer, our perfecter of faith, and 

the hope for the future of all. This message we shall teach with forgiveness, compassion, 

tolerance and acceptance. Alas, sometimes, in spite of our best prayerful intentions, our 

gathering nets may become tangled and torn by people’s refusal to respond. With the 

dispirited disciples on Resurrection morn, we, too, may cry out, “We have worked all night, 

and caught nothing.” We may feel demoralized by our fishing failure to win souls. We 

cannot merely roll up our net and limp home, moaning. “Oh well! It just wasn’t meant to 

be.”  Bunnies to that. On Easter morn, the crestfallen disciples saw their risen Lord and 

heard him call “Launch our again into the deep. Let down your net for a catch.” And Peter, 

against his professional fisher-folk certitude, acted by faith in a mere landlubber carpenter 

and there came an amazing abundance. 

Because Jesus cancelled out the debt owing for our sins on Calvary’s cross, and because he 

triumphed over death itself by the Easter Rising, we are no longer condemned to remain 

lamely with torn nets. We are ennobled daughters and sons of God, with an ever-positive 

nature, new, loving, attractive and outgoing, and our nets will be tried and true. Thanks be 

to God, who gives us the victory.  


