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Meeting with South Sudanese Clergy and Lay Leaders 

Anglican Centre, 9 January 2018 

There are very many fine people in the Austral-
ian South Sudanese community doing their 
utmost to be good citizens in a new land. 

As I have listened to their stories over the 
years, the traumas they have endured but 
have survived in order to give their best, I am 
filled with deep respect for them. 

Even on Tuesday, in understated fashion, some 
were telling me how they’d just come back 
from Africa after funerals for murdered sib-
lings. 

On top of all this, now they have to deal with a 
media frenzy over a few of their children who 
have gone off the rails. 

As if the anguish of seeing some of their chil-
dren in trouble was not enough, they are dealing with negative stereotyping of their whole community. “Our 
youngsters feel frightened now to even go down the street to buy milk because of the things people say to 
them.” 

Away from the media, in our mean-spirited suburbs, cowards call out from cars as they walk along. 

On top of this we have had senior political leaders fan these negative stereotypes for their own miserable po-
litical purposes. Seeing some electoral advantage, in their vanity, playing with the most dangerous of fires, 
they have sought to amplify the fears in the community.  

One talks even of the dangers of going out to dinner! 

In this context, a letter of mine was published in The Age. I shared it with a few of our fine South Sudanese 
leaders and invited them to a luncheon conversation. 

Here is the letter: 

Dear Editor, 

Listening to some of the harsh commentary regarding the long- suffering Sudanese community , I am reminded 
of an apt wisdom: that if your immediate reaction- if the movement of your heart - upon hearing of some sad-
ness is an ideological one rather than a human one, then your heart has been corrupted . You should therefore 
go straight away on pilgrimage , until your heart is cleansed. 

Epiphany Season, Happy New Year 



This is a wisdom of enduring relevance for all in leadership. A time in the desert is better than just adding to 
the sadness of humanity. 

I expected perhaps 6 or 7 to come to the luncheon but, as you can see from the photo, more than 20 turned 
up, including a number of the mothers who are doing their best to help these kids in trouble. 

What did we conclude? 

1. I invited a space in which they spoke about how the negative publicity had affected them. 

Folk shared their sorrow, grateful that in our prayerful atmosphere this could be conveyed. 

2. We recalled the diagnosis of how things had gone wrong. 

Arriving in Australia traumatised they were unprepared for the dissonance between secular Australian culture 
and their own. 

“The culture of Australia has made us the enemies of our own children”, they said, restating early problems 
with Police and Child Protection agencies; noting how their kids were quick to pick up new rights in a new 
land; their own problems acquiring language and employment, etc. 

There was much elaboration of these matters as folk restated their efforts to settle well without the resources 
to properly keep everyone together.  

3. We moved on to solutions and recommendations, after some expression of the frustration of being rela-
tively powerless and not feeling heard as the train wreck approached, as kids prematurely exited school into 
drugs, alcohol and the negative self-identity that leads to gangs and prison. 

Some parents now wish they’d never come to Australia. Would prefer they’d died in South Sudan, such is the 
shame and grief of losing their kids in these ways, and feeling powerless to prevent this happening. Then to 
now feel humiliated in the media and the streets, as if they are all criminals! 

The Revd Chaplain Soma helped us frame solutions by suggesting we think of young people in three stages. 

(i) Little kids, under 13, the ones nearly at risk and  

(ii) kids now at risk in early teens: 

How do we prevent them getting into trouble, or further trouble? 

The Church needs to better resource their large Sunday Schools; provide Youth Camps; more Homework Clubs 
for a positive transition from Primary to Secondary School. 

The Church needs to give a stipend/salary so capable South Sudanese Clergy and Laity can work with these 
young, other than as volunteers. 

The State Government needs to fund more teachers’ aides, South Sudanese liaison staff in schools to be advo-
cates for their kids, countering racism. 

The State Government needs to resource parents to be better teachers of their kids at home. 

Programs like the Brotherhood of St Laurence’s HIPPY Program. 

We heard from Ken Hutton, of successful Northern Territory programs with Indigenous Communities – 
“Families as First Teachers”. 

Families have to re-feel they are part of a solution. 

The Victorian State Government should look at this NT program and Queensland’s more culturally appropriate 
child protection program. As with Indigenous people, for whom generic welfare services do not work, so with 
the South Sudanese. 

We need culturally-specific programs which close the gap between the community and Government services. 

(iii) As regards young adults now in trouble, there were good solutions proposed. 

The Church and State Government together should trial a Rural Boarding School for young offenders where 
there is a clean environment, without drugs and alcohol; where there is education and training towards dura-
ble employment options. Not a prison but not a place these young offenders can readily leave. A place which 
offers a redemptive narrative of a kind that won’t happen if they just circulate between prison and their cur-
rent community. 

There are other suggestions which will involve some interaction with our Senior Police. 

Very few South Sudanese are in the Police Force, how can barriers to entry be addressed? 

https://www.bsl.org.au/services/children-and-families/hippy/


Commissionings:  

Thursday 1 February at 7.00pm,the Revd Denise Nicholls will be Inducted as Vicar of the Parish of 
Banyule.  

Tuesday 6 February at 7.00pm, the Revd Nigel Pope will be Commissioned as Vicar of St Paul’s Gee-
long. The Revd Nigel and his wife Candida and their children Rebecca and Joshua are arriving from 
India on Monday 22 January, and his first task will be completing his Working With Children Check, 
which can only be done on arrival! Since 2012 Nigel has served as Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral in Kol-
kata. 

All welcome! 

 There seem to be barriers preventing extended family members, who are primary care-givers (after the death 
of parents in South Sudan), from seeing their young people after arrests. 

There are evolving plans, which should be shared with our Police, to create zones in Melbourne and Geelong 
so as to better monitor and manage kids at risk and in danger of being drawn to gangs. 

Coming from all this discussion, there is the hope that: 

a) Premier Daniel Andrews will meet with a representative group from our meeting, as regards the possible 
solutions outlined; 

b) Senior Police, through Deputy Commissioner Andrew Crisp, will likewise meet with us about what is feasi-
ble and can be better done together; 

c) The Victorian Multicultural Commission will fund some “counter-narrative” advertisements, especially for 
social media such as Facebook and Instagram. 

Distinguished film-maker Richard Keddie and I have spoken about this in recent days. Richard has already 
shaped a proposal for which we seek funding, an initial $10,000, as soon as possible. 

d) We are planning a beautiful and uplifting Service of Worship in St Paul’s Cathedral on Sunday 4 February 
from 3.00 – 5.00pm to gather with the South Sudanese community in ecumenical worship. 

e) We are beginning to plan a National Conference of South Sudanese community leaders to address major 
issues and find agreed solutions, in partnership with Federal and State Governments, the wider civil society, 
including the Church. This might be Canberra-based at the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture. 

Conclusion 

These notes convey a recognition of the problems and a readiness to find solutions. 

After our concluding prayers, as people departed, I was gratified that there is hope renewed. 

 



Around the Oodthenong ... 

Sunday last, at Aireys Inlet and Torquay (Surfcoast 
Parish). The Revd John Webster (right) and his pa-
rishioners extended a warm welcome. The Wardens 
are also a cheerful group (below). 

I met up with these two lovely young people con-
firmed them 8 years ago. Now one is a civil engi-
neer, the other a secondary teacher.  

The congregation at Meredith (above) are in good 
heart under the Revd Phil Jacobson’s leadership. 

The Revd Sharon Valentino, her husband and 
another parishioner were on hand! 



Thy Kingdom Come 2018 will take place between 
Ascension and Pentecost 

Thursday 10—Sunday 20 May. 

South Sudan update … 

Thanks to the generous giving by a number of Parishes and individual donors, we have been able to 
send $6,500 to Bishop Daniel in the Diocese of Duk to assist with the aftermath of the tragic attack 
on Duk Payuel village at the end of November.  

Parishes who have contributed include: Sunshine, Gisborne, Christ Church Geelong, St Paul’s Geelong, Mel-
ton and Altona/Laverton. There are other parishes, and individuals, whose donations are not identified by 
name in the system. Thank you to you all! 

Thanks also to Anglican Overseas Aid for assisting with the money transfer! 

It has been encouraging to receive responses from people who have heard about our forthcoming Mission at 
Barwon Heads. If people express interest, please less us know to expect them! All welcome! A number of our 
clergy, as well as myself, are contributing. 

RSVP to: bishopphiliphuggins@melbourneanglican.org.au  

The Geelong Opening of the Legal Year will be marked by 
an Ecumenical Service at St Mary of the Angels Basilica in 
Geelong next Monday at 8.30am. 

 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
mailto:bishopphiliphuggins@melbourneanglican.org.au
https://www.vicbar.com.au/news-events/opening-legal-year-2018


Social Security Reform: Revisiting Henderson, 
Poverty and Basic Income Conference  

Joint Brotherhood and Melbourne Institute 
Henderson Conference, February 2018 

Thursday 15th - Friday 16th February 2018 

Details here. 

Ministry and Curacy Grants …. 

The approved Ministry and Curacy Grants are attached. As you can see, we have tried to support 
everyone in an equal kind of way. As is so often the case, the requests far outweighed the funds 
available.  

Market Square Geelong—the Ecumenical Nativity project. In the lead up to Christmas, it was beauti-
fully by the Revd Elizabeth Breakey, pictured here with her own dear family. (What would St  Nicho-
las of Myra make of Santa and his commodification.) 

Order you’re Lenten Reflection Booklets now! 

http://melbourneinstitute.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/r/26B88B08338D6E4C2540EF23F30FEDED/A79A96317FCDDDD025D77A725F39070E
https://anglicanoverseasaid.org.au/pre-order-your-advent-and-lent-booklets-now/


‘WOMBAT’ INNOVATION 

CREATING VERY CLEVER IDEAS 

THAT PEOPLE TALK ABOUT 

A LATERAL THINKING WORKSHOP 

For Clergy and Lay Leaders 

31 January at Trinity College 

See attachment for details 

"Behold, I am making all things new" 
(Revelation 21.5) 

Invitation 
THIRD ANTONIAN GATHERING 

Thursday, 22 – Sunday, 25 February 2018 

St James’ House of Prayer, Point Lonsdale 

Icon Writing Demonstration at St George’s in 
Queenscliff 

Led by Philip Davydov and Olga Shalamova 

Saturday 20th January 2018 2.00pm to 5.00pm 

Where: St George’s Old School Hall,  

cnr Learmonth and Hobson Sts Queenscliff 

The Diocesan Reconciliation Action Plan Working Group is seeking information on action 

taken individual parishes in relation to indigenous issues. Information sought includes:  
 how you recognise indigenous people in your services and communications and the form that 

may take;  

 any engagement with indigenous people within the parish and within the wider community;  

 whether or not your parish as a RAP or desires to set up a RAP; 

 other relevant information.  

 
This information will allow us to get a better picture of what is happening in parishes across our Dio-
cese and inform what steps we need to include in the Diocesan RAP  
Please forward your reports to Glenn Loughrey via email – redshoeswalking@bigpond.com 

mailto:redshoeswalking@bigpond.com

